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INTERNATIONAL PREGNANCY AND INFANT LOSS REMEMBRANCE DAY 
Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

HON ALANNA CLOHESY (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [2.10 pm]: I rise to inform the 
house that yesterday, 15 October, was International Pregnancy and Infant Loss Remembrance Day, a day to recall 
babies who have been lost though miscarriage or stillbirth, or who have died shortly after birth. This day is 
recognised internationally as well as in New South Wales and Tasmania. The Western Australian Parliament has 
recognised this day since 2014, and John De’Laney has been here every year since. I acknowledge his presence in 
the President’s gallery today, along with his incredible wife, Kate, and their daughter Mary-Jane, who we have 
witnessed every year grow a few inches taller. I cannot imagine what it is like to come home from hospital to an 
empty nursery. Kate, who has gone through this seven times, is an incredibly resilient woman and is dedicated to 
raising awareness around pregnancy and infant loss. Infant loss is an important issue that affects around a quarter 
of Australian women. As part of this awareness-raising exercise, several prominent locations around Perth have 
been lit up in blue and pink, including Parliament House, Elizabeth Quay and Optus Stadium. Although it is a sad 
topic to talk about, we know that not talking about it is even worse. 

Earlier this year the Minister for Health attended the launch of the book Sophie’s Boys and met with the author, 
Sophie Smith. Sophie lost all three of her premature triplets, and, not long after this tragedy, lost her husband to 
brain cancer. Instead of drowning in sorrow, she created a charity called Running for Premature Babies, which has 
raised more than $2.5 million in lifesaving equipment. By having the courage to share their stories, people like 
John and Kate De’Laney and Sophie Smith truly do help others feel a little less alone. 

There are small things that we can do to make a big difference in the experience of pregnancy and neonatal loss. 
The birthing suites at Karratha Health Campus have been designed to an extremely high standard and include 
soundproofing, an incredibly thoughtful design touch. In the scenario that things do not go well and there is 
a neonatal death, there is a quiet place to grieve. I commend the design team at Karratha for this feature. Another 
innovation to be praised is the rollout of cuddle cots at many regional hospitals. The refrigerated cots allow the 
family to spend extra time with their baby who has passed away, in the room. For grieving families, the gift of 
time is extremely precious and helps to create some of the only memories that they will have with their baby. 
I wish to praise Ms Kristy Wiegele, who has been a tireless advocate for the rollout of cuddle cots. 

I ask members to wear the lapel ribbons today as a mark of respect and continued solidarity for everyone who has 
endured a heartbreaking and unexpected loss of a child. I again thank John, Kate and Mary-Jane for being with us 
today as they continue to share their story and raise awareness about such an important issue. 
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